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Nomenclatural changes for the genus Discophorellus Tsaur & Hsu, 1991 and new 

replacement name for Numata Matsumura, 1935 (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha)
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The genus Discophorellus belonging to the family Cixiidae (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha), was established by Tsaur & 

Hsu (see Tsaur et al., 1991) with Discophorellus major Tsaur & Hsu, 1991 from China (Taiwan) as its type species. 

Later, Koçak & Kemal (2009) proposed a new replacement name Tsauria to Discophorellus Tsaur & Hsu, 1991 because 

the latter is a junior homonym of Discophorellus Wibmer & O’Brien, 1986 (Coleoptera). But, Discophorellus Tsaur & 

Hsu, 1991 is still used as valid generic name, Zhang & Chen (2011) described two new species of this genus from 

Guizhou Province, China, and they did not recognize homonym about Discophorellus. Here, two species described by 

Zhang & Chen (2011) designated under the genus Discophorellus are transferred to Tsauria, considering the fact that 

Discophorellus Tsaur & Hsu, 1991 preoccupied by Wibmer & O’Brien, 1986. So far, the genus Tsauria includes three 

species: T. major (Tsaur & Hsu, 1991), T. cehengensis (Zhang & Chen, 2011) and T. transspinus (Zhang & Chen, 2011).

The genus Numata (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha: Delphacidae) was established by Matsumura (1935) for a single 

species Stenocranus sacchari Matsumura, 1910. Until now, this genus contains five species: N. muiri (Kirkaldy, 1907), 

N. sacchari (Matsumura, 1910), N. corporaali (Muir, 1923), N. parmenio Fennah, 1969 and N. mani Asche, 1988. This 

genus is used as a valid generic name in Delphacidae. Unfortunately, the genus name Numata is preoccupied and was 

initially introduced by Busck (1906) for a genus of the family Gelechiidae (Lepidoptera) with Numata bipunctella 

Busck, 1906 as the type species (Lee et al., 2009). Thus, the genus Numata Matsumura, 1935 is a junior homonym of the 

genus Numata Busck, 1906. According to Article 60 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 

1999), we propose the new replacement name Matsumuramata nom. nov. for Numata Matsumura, 1935. Accordingly, 

five new combinations are herein proposed for the Delphacidae species currently included in this genus: Matsumuramata

muiri (Kirkaldy, 1907), Matsumuramata sacchari (Matsumura, 1910), Matsumuramata corporaali (Muir, 1923),

Matsumuramata parmenio (Fennah, 1969) and Matsumuramata mani (Asche, 1988).

Family Cixiidae Spinola, 1839

Tsauria Koçak & Kemal, 2009

Discophorellus Tsaur & Hsu, 1991: 21; Zhang & Chen, 2011: 60.

Tsauria Koçak & Kemal, 2009: 6, nom. nov. for Discophorellus Tsaur & Hsu, 1991, nec Wibmer & O’Brien, 1986.

Type species: Discophorellus major Tsaur & Hsu, 1991

Tsauria major (Tsaur & Hsu, 1991)

Discophorellus major Tsaur & Hsu, 1991: 21; Zhang & Chen, 2011: 63.

Tsauria major (Tsaur & Hsu, 1991) Koçak & Kemal, 2009: 6

Tsauria cehengensis (Zhang & Chen, 2011) comb. nov.

Discophorellus cehengensis Zhang & Chen, 2011: 61-63.
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Tsauria transspinus (Zhang & Chen, 2011) comb. nov.

Discophorellus transspinus Zhang & Chen, 2011: 64-67.

Family Delphacidae Leach, 1815

Genus Matsumuramata nom. nov.

Numata Matsumura, 1935: 139 (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha: Delphacidae). Preoccupied by Numata Busck, 1906: 724 

(Lepidoptera: Gelechioidea: Gelechiidae).

Type species: Stenocranus sacchari Matsumura, 1910

Etymology. The generic name is dedicated to Prof. Shōnen Matsumura who is the author of the preexisting generic name 

Numata. Gender: feminine.

Summary of nomenclatural changes:

Matsumuramata new replacement name = Numata Matsumura, 1935 (nec Busck, 1906)

Matsumuramata sacchari (Matsumura, 1910) comb. nov. = Numata sacchari (Matsumura, 1910) = Stenocranus 

sacchari Matsumura, 1910

Matsumuramata corporaali (Muir, 1923) comb. nov. = Numata corporaali (Muir, 1923) = Dicranotropis 

corporaali Muir, 1923

Matsumuramata mani (Asche, 1988) comb. nov. = Numata parmenio Asche, 1988

Matsumuramata muiri (Kirkaldy, 1907) comb. nov. = Numata muiri (Kirkaldy, 1907) = Dicranotropis muiri Kirkaldy, 1907

Matsumuramata parmenio (Fennah, 1969) comb. nov. = Numata parmenio Fennah, 1969
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